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C ollin County‟s Animal Services has 
some new avenues to search for a 
lost pet, plus an easier way to help 

find a new furry family member. 

Thanks to some heavy lifting from a growing 
cadre of citizen volunteers, the county‟s ani-
mal shelter has a new Facebook page that 
lets you search for lost or adoptable dogs 
and cats – plus some stray livestock here and 

there, too.  Volunteers like Miranda FICK, 
Allison ROBERTS and Brigitte BERNARD 
devote a lot of time each week helping Ani-
mal Control officers photograph, catalogue 
and post strays and animals who are eligible 
to be adopted by the public. 

“The wonderful volunteers give so much of 
their lives and hearts to help the animals 
here.  They have helped countless pets find 
their way into new, loving homes,” said 
Misty BROWN, shelter manager. 

Previously, stray pets were posted on a non-
profit website but the page‟s structure didn‟t 
allow for dual lists of stray and adoptable 
pets, leaving the shelter staff to post strays 
so owners could hunt online for their lost dog 

or cat,   without confusing folks looking to 
adopt a pet. 

In late January, AnimalShelterNet helped 
solve the problem by giving the staff and 
volunteers the ability to enter data and pho-
tos of strays and adoptable pets and sort 
them into two separate lists, saving a lot of 
entry time. The network also has plans to 
have automatic updates of adoptable pets 

sent out to websites such as 
www.adoptapet.com and www.petfinder.com, 
plus our own website now includes those 
same features. 

The website will soon introduce online abili-
ties to post lost and found pet reports from 
across the county, and the county is also 
trying to make more room available for fami-
lies to get acquainted with the cats and dogs 
available for adoption. 

“It's been an exciting time since September 
for Collin County Animal Services,” said vol-
unteer Miranda FICK. “The staff and volun-
teers have really pulled together to help in-
crease the amount of animals adopted, re-

(Continued on page 2) 

Paws-itive Outcome 

Volunteers post strays, adoptable cats & dogs for Shelter online 

Courthouse dining 
Ralph EVANS checks out the fare offered during a test run of Pappy’s Fine Diner in early 
March. The vendor-run cafeteria opened to the public a week later, and offers a good vari-
ety of fresh and prepared food, plus a short-order grill. We‟ve posted a full menu on MyCol-
linCounty, or you can check out a preview on Page 3.  
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deemed and rescued.” 

Miranda said the combined effort has 
allowed for staff and volunteers to in-
crease adoptions, create a network 
that helps coordinate events, transport 
of animals, and an owner redemption 
team. 

The shelter relies heavily on the help of 
a large group of animal rescue groups 
whose members swoop in for particular 
breeds of cats and dogs, and use their 
resources and network contacts to find 

safe, permanent homes for the animals 
across North Texas and beyond. 

Since September, the shelter‟s adop-

tion rate has climbed to surpass the 
rate of pet owners reclaiming their own 
animals who end up in the shelter. And 
in January, combining adoptions, 
owner redemptions of their pets and 
fostering by animal rescue groups, 95 
percent of all dogs and cats that came 
into the shelter left alive. Five percent 
were “put down” due to court orders, 
injury, disease, aggressiveness or by 
owner request.  

So you know, that came to almost 400 
dogs and cats. 

More volunteers are always needed for 
weekdays and weekends to help with 
potential adopters.  Anyone interested 

in helping can email animalshel-
ter@collincountytx.gov. The shelter‟s 
volunteer network could use adoption 
counselors, people with marketing 
skills, business management skills, 
project management, even financial 
backgrounds. 

“Without volunteer help, we would not 
be able to post all of the wonderful 
bios and pictures that are out there 
now and we would not be able to give 
the one-on-one attention to the adopt-
ers that they are able to give,” Misty 
says.  

And if you‟re thinking about adopting 

that so-called “fur-ever friend,” please 

check out who‟s waiting at the shelter. 

The shelter staff has posted adoption 

rates, and hosts low-cost vaccination 

and spay-neuter clinics regularly. 

These are posted on our webpage‟s 

Community Calendar in the Living Sec-

tion.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Trying times  
Collin County Teen Court placed 3rd, 6th, and 7th at the Texas Wesleyan Law 
School Mock Trial Competition in March. Twenty teams competed from eleven 
cities in Texas. Pictured is the Third Place Team: Julie MONGE (Teen Court 
Coordinator), Lindsey ZARA (Rhonda Zara's daughter from the DA's office), 
Sheryl ADAMS (Attorney at Law), Kyle THERRIAN (Attorney at Law), Ruan 
MEINTJES, and Lawrence LIU. 

Passport Office makes most of Spring Break 

as applications top 1,500 in a single week 
 
The Collin County District Clerk‟s Office is setting new passport processing re-
cords every day in both the McKinney and Plano Acceptance Offices.  This 
Spring Break, a total of 1,523 passport applications were processed in one week 

along with 675 people getting their pictures taken by our friendly clerks.   

Overall, passport applications have increased 56% over last year due to the 

closing of most other area acceptance facilities like those at the post offices, 
and we‟re proud that along with their regular duties, the clerks are cheerfully 
accommodating the surge in customers.  

To help address the increase in applications, the District Clerk‟s office partici-
pated in National Passport Day on Saturday, March 10.  The clerks worked hard 
preparing for the event and gave up a Saturday to serve our citizens.   

District Clerk Andrea Stroh THOMPSON said: “We had a tremendous re-

sponse and were told by participants it was „Very easy,‟ „Streamlined,‟ and  „A 

great experience.‟  We couldn‟t have done it without a lot of hard work by our 

clerks who put so much effort into quickly and efficiently helping customers 

through a process that can be frustrating and time consuming if the staff isn‟t 

as well trained and prepared as ours.”   
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PIZZA ∙ BURGERS ∙ FISH 

SOUPS ∙ SANDWICHES ∙ SALADS ∙ DESSERTS 

 

 

 

 

Serving Quality Cuisines 

American / Tex-Mex / Italian 

972-548-7968 

DINE –IN     TAKE-OUT    DELIVERY 

OPEN 7:30 A.M. – 3 P.M... MON-FRI 

LOWER LEVEL BLOOMDALE COURTHOUSE 

2100 BLOOMDALE ROAD, McKINNEY, TEXAS 

 

DAILY SPECIALS 

$5.99 

MONDAY 

Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce, Garlic Bread, Choice of 2 Vegetables, Salad 

Meat Lasagna, Garlic Bread, Choice of 2 Vegetables, Salad 

 

TUESDAY 

Chicken Fried Chicken w/gravy, Roll, Choice of 2 Vegetables, Salad 

Chopped Steak w/gravy, Roll, Choice of 2 Vegetables, Salad 

 

WEDNESDAY 

Two Beef or Chicken Enchiladas Fried Rice & Beans, Chips & Salsa 

Two Tacos or Beefy Burritos Fried Rice & Beans, Chips & Salsa 

 
THURSDAY 

Grilled Chicken Breast, Roll Choice of 2 Vegetables, Salad 

Chicken Fried Steak & Shrimp, Choice of 2 Vegetables, Salad 

 

FRIDAY 

Fried Filet Catfish or Cod,  Hush Puppies, Choice of 2 Vegetables, Cole Slaw  

Sliced Bar-B-Q Brisket or Chicken Choice of 2 Vegetables, Salad 

 

 

Courthouse Dining? 
   Pappy’s opens for business 

    on lower level of Bloomdale 

F or those who haven't‟ heard, the county 
courthouse now has a cafeteria to serve 
hot food to jurors, employees and visi-

tors to this end of town.  

Pappy’s Fine Diner opened its doors to the public 
in March, offering jurors, visitors and county 
employees a nearby alternative for breakfast or 

lunch on busy days. Or, a fresh cup of coffee to 
clear the morning fog. 

Located on the first floor of the courthouse, the 
3,000-square-foot cafeteria is contracted out to 

a private vendor, Kenneth HANON, who submit-
ted the winning bid to staff and operate the 150-
seat facility, including a full commercial kitchen. 

Pappy’s offers a traditional short-order grill for 

breakfast and lunch, hot plate lunches, cold 
sandwiches, salads, desserts, drinks and snacks 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

Here‟s a quick sampling of what‟s available: 

Daily specials go for $5.99 (one entrée, 

such as chicken fried steak, two sides and a 
salad) 

A 1/3-pound Cheeseburger ($2.99) and fries 

($1.79) ring up for less than $5, before tax; 

2 eggs, hash browns, bacon and toast go for 

$3.49; 

A breakfast burrito will cost you $1.99; 

Caesar salad, $4.00; 

Just Desserts? A slice of cheesecake is 

$2.49 
 
Also, for employees, Pappy‟s is offering a free 
lunch on your birthday (just show your em-
ployee ID and a state ID with your birth date on 
it), and may be posting other offers and specials 
lateron. 
 
The menu is on MyCollinCounty, which is where 
we‟ll post any updates, changes or additional 

offers from Pappy‟s. 
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J uvenile Probation de-
partment would like to 
announce several 
changes in staffing at 

the detention center and in 
the probation department. 

Lynn HADNOT was re-
cently appointed as the Su-
perintendent of the Juvenile 

Detention Center.  He re-
places Danny Meek who 
retired on January 25.  Lynn 
started his career with 
Collin County in 2005 after 
serving Tom Green County 
as a Juvenile Probation offi-
cer and then Youth Advo-
cate Programs in Tarrant 
County as Program Direc-
tor.  Since coming to Collin 

County, he has been a field 
probation officer, training 
and court liaison officer. 

Jeff FALEFIA has been with the Collin County Juve-
nile Probation Department since 2000.  He has 
served as a field officer and court officer and was 
recently appointed as the court liaison for the depart-
ment.  

Robert LOPEZ was recently assigned the position of 
court officer.  His primary responsibility will be to 
represent the department for the detention hearings 
each day.  Robert was hired by the department in 
2007 as a detention officer and has also served as a 
field officer and training officer. 

Javier ARREOLA has been appointed to the position 
of training officer for the juvenile detention officers.  
He started his career with the department as a juve-
nile detention officer in 2008.  He has also performed 
the duties of a probation officer and supervision offi-

cer. 

Darla FALEFIA was recently appointed as a Juvenile 

Probation Officer.  Darla came to us from Grayson County 
where she was a Juvenile Probation Officer for 15 years.  
She was hired in the department initially as an administra-
tive assistant but she felt the call of the field once again. 

We also have two new faces in our department but not new 
to the county.   

Mitzi MURRAY comes to us after 13 years in the District 
Clerk‟s office.  Most of those years were with the Juvenile 
Court.  She is assigned as an administrative assistant in the 
McKinney Probation Office. 

Glenda BEAUCHAMP  was recently hired as the adminis-
trative assistant in the Juvenile Detention Center.  She 
worked in the tax office for four years before coming to the 
Juvenile Probation Department.  She replaces Lois Davis 
who retired on February 29th. 

We congratulate all these individuals as they begin their 

brand new duties and look forward to continuing our service 

to the youth of Collin County. 

Juvenile Probation 

From left: Robert LOPEZ, Lynn HADNOT, Glenda BEAUCHAMP, Jeff FALEFIA and Javier  AR-
REOLA. 

Mitzi MURRAY (left)  and Darla FALEFIA. 

Changes, new faces at Juvenile Probation  
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Adam BIGGS joined the 
DA‟s office in November and 
is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Kentucky and Creigh-
ton University. During law 

school, Adam participated in 
various activities including: 
National Criminal Mock Trial, 
Law Review, and the Interna-
tional and Comparative Law 
Journal. In addition to serv-
ing in an editorial capacity on 
both journals, Adam pub-
lished two articles pertaining 
to transnational criminal jus-
tice. Adam worked during law 
school at the United States 

Attorney‟s Office. 

Courtney NEEL received her 

bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance 
from Southern Methodist Uni-
versity in 2006, and received 
her Juris Doctorate from 
Texas Wesleyan University 
School of Law in 2011, 
graduating summa cum 
laude.  Ms. Neel was an edi-
tor of the Texas Wesleyan 
Law Review and received the 
State Bar of Texas Environ-

mental and Natural Re-
sources Law Section scholar-
ship.  She lives in Lewisville 
with her dog, Shorty, and her 
favorite activity is going to 

the ballpark to watch Texas 
Rangers games.  

Chris JENKINS joined the 
District Attorney‟s Office in 
December as the Victim As-
sistance Coordinator. Chris 
previously served with the 
Dallas County DA‟s office for 
21 years, 15 of which as the 
Victim Assistance Coordina-
tor.  She graduated from UTD 
with both her Bachelors and 
Masters Degrees.  Chris has 3 
grown sons and 3 grandchil-

dren.  She loves to read his-
torical biographies and enjoys 
spending time with her 
grandchildren. 

Deborah HARRISON re-
joined the District Attorney‟s 
Office in November after hav-
ing been in private practice 
since 2003.  She grew up in 
Puerto Rico, graduated from 
Texas A&M and St. Mary‟s 

School of Law.  Deborah is 
married to Matt and has 2 
teenage boys.  She loves to 
travel, read and spend time 
outdoors with her family. 

Rebekah “Beka” PERL-

STEIN joined the Collin 

County District Attorney‟s 

Office in January 2012. Beka 

graduated from Southwestern 

University with a Bachelor of 

Arts in English and Communi-

cation Studies. Following col-

lege, Ms. Perlstein taught 

fifth and sixth grade English 

for two years in Dallas and 

then attended SMU Dedman 

School of Law. Beka lives in 

Richardson with her pug, 

Rosie. 

DA Criminal Investigators 

Keith HENSLEE and Robin 

LAUGHON received their 

Professional Criminal Investi-

gator Certificate by Texas 

District & County Attorneys 

Association.  Keith has been 

with the DA‟s office for 9 ½ 

years and Robin has been 

with the office 8 years.  Both 

Keith and Robin hold an Ad-

vanced Certificate with 

TCLEOSE as well.   

Adam BIGGS                 Courtney NEEL                Chris JENKINS                 Deborah HARRISON       Rebekah PERLSTEIN  

Keith HENSLEE and Robin 
LAUGHON. 

District Clerk 

District Clerk Andrea Stroh THOMPSON 

(left) swears in Amber KINCHELOE as the 
new accounting technician in the District 
Clerk‟s office. 

 

Deputy District Clerk Enedina REYNA re-

cently received her 5-year service pin from  
District Clerk Andrea Stroh THOMPSON. 
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CCSO Reserves 

Clockwise from upper left: Sheriff Terry BOX swears in 

Reserve Deputy Ronald EVERETT and welcomes him as 

a new Reserve Deputy for the Collin County Sheriff‟s 

Office; Reserve Lt. Nat BROUGHTON received his Lieu-

tenant‟s badge; new Reserve Deputy Keith BRAY was 

sworn in by Sheriff Box; and, Reserve Sgt. Michael 

O’BRIEN received his Sergeant‟s badge during a recent 

ceremony. 

Gubernatorial appointment 
Gov. Rick PERRY ap-

pointed state District Judge 

Ray WHELESS to the 

seven-member Specialty 

Courts Advisory Council in 

March. The council evalu-

ates applications for grant 

funding for specialty courts 

in Texas, and makes fund-

ing recommendations to 

the criminal justice division. 

Judge Wheless presides 

over the 366th Judicial Dis-

trict Court, and is a mem-

ber of the National Associa-

tion of Drug Court Profes-

sionals. His appointment 

expires in February 2017. 

CSCD Anniversaries 

John STORY, Supervisor, UDCF, 25 years; 

Luke INGRAM, Supervision Officer, Community Correc-

tion Facility, 15 years; 

Jill PHARR, Supervision Officer, UDCF, 10 years; 

Amy CAMPI, Supervision Officer, Plano, 5 years; 

Amy CORDIVA, Supervision Officer, Plano, 5 years; 

Brandi BREWER, Caseworker, UDCF, 5 years. 

Court Administrator 

The District and County 

Court Judges welcome the 

newest member to their 

team, Pamela DeVAULT 

as the Collin County Court 

Administrator. 
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Rita EDDS:  Aug. 1, 1957-Feb. 5, 2012.  

A  treasured friend and co-worker, Rita (Tax Assessor- Collector 

Motor Vehicle Division / Plano) passed away after a battle with 

cancer.  Rita, a previous cancer survivor, was a great asset to 

the Collin County Tax Assessor-Collector‟s office in Plano. Her 

bright smile and gentle demeanor touched the hearts of everyone.   

Rita loved the beauty of God's earth, flowers, plants, trees, and ani-

mals, and her tender heart nurtured them all.  She loved to walk, and 

this year, in her honor, her co-workers will be "Walking for Rita" 

across Texas.   

Friends are one of the nicest things to have, and one of the best 

things you can be. Our friend Rita will be greatly missed. Rita is sur-

vived by her husband, and two teenage sons.   

Facilities  

       George King, Control Room  
George began his employment with Collin County in the 
Facilities Maintenance Department in  August 2005 as a 
Control Room Operator/Rover, working a compressed shift 
beginning on Sunday, 5 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Recently, George was moved to a  40-hour schedule, Mon-
day through Friday, and is classified as the “Day Rover,” 
covering for the Control Room Operators working 12-hour 
daytime shifts. 

George has a variety of responsibilities that include answer-
ing the phone, generating work orders, monitoring the se-
curity system cameras, fire system, lighting, generators, air 
conditioning and heating, chillers, boilers and the chilled 
water treatment program. 

He has become an instrumental tool in monitoring the En-
ergy Management System and has been a key role in docu-

menting the accuracies of our utility meter readings.  His 
creativity has produced reports and charts to track past and 
present energy consumption and costs that the manage-
ment team has used to research ways to consume less en-
ergy. 

George has attended several courses related to energy 
management, including a Power-Logic course  designed to 
obtain and record energy consumption. George and his wife 
Lela have a six-year-old son and live in Allen.  They are 
very active in their church, where George serves as a sound 
and lighting technician during services.  His hobbies include 
working on computers and vehicles. 

Emergency drill needs vols; 

no experience necessary 
Collin County is hosting its largest ever full-scale public 
health emergency exercise on May 5 – and the Medical 
Reserve Corps could use a few (hundred) extras. 

The MRC is conducting  a full-scale medical countermea-
sure dispensing exercise at Frisco‟s Wakeland High 
School to test Collin County‟s public health emergency 
preparedness plans. But in order to appropriately test 
these plans, MRC Coordinator Maria Stephens hopes to 
have more than 1,000 members of the general public 

stop by throughout the day. 

“Our volunteers have spent many hours training for this 
exercise,” says Stephens. “We really want the public to 

help us push this exercise to its limit.” 

The added benefits to showing up on May 5 include com-

munity service hours for High School students headed 
for college; extra credit for students (with prior teacher 
approval); and, general participation hours for commu-
nity service by corporations. All participants will be given 
a certificate of attendance at the exercise site. Some 
area Boy Scout troops are also using this exercise to 
meet emergency preparedness merit badge require-
ments. 

Show up between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., since no pre-

registration is necessary, and spend 20 minutes helping 

them out. The exercise will be held at Wakeland High 

School, 10700 Legacy Rd., Frisco, Texas, 75034. 
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Announcements / Classifieds 

Allison Rae HOMFELD, born 
Dec. 7, 2011 at 3:03 am, 8 
pounds 5 ounces and 21 inches 
long. Proud parents are Roy 
and Tracy (Engineering Depart-
ment) HOMFELD: “A bundle of 

joy to call our own, has come 
into our hearts and home.” 

Emery Harrow BENDER, 
born Feb. 5, 2012. She 
weighed 6 pounds, 10 

ounces, and was 20.25 inches 
long. Her parents are Judge 
Jay (County Court at Law 
#6) and Lynn BENDER.  

Emery joins her big brother Brighton, who is 3. 

 
SPC Kyle SCHILLING is proudly 
serving with Fox Company, 2nd 
Battalion, 54th Infantry Regiment, 
and son of Sandy SCHILLING 
(DA‟s office),  graduated from  boot 
camp at Fort Benning, Ga., in 
March.  To advance even further in 
his Army career, he has been ac-

cepted for Airborne School. 

Hayden NIXON, grandson of 
Jan TURLEY (Constable, Pct. 1), 

signed a letter of intent to play 
baseball for Panola College.  He is the recipient of a full two 
year associate scholarship. In the picture are his parents, 
brother and grandparents, uncle and aunt.  He was starting 
left-handed pitcher at Wakeland high School in Frisco. Jan is 
in second row, second from the right. 

 

FOR SALE 
Jewelry: Platinum, 3-Stone, Princess
-Cut Diamond ring. Total carat 
weight, 1.5; asking price $2900. Call 
Jessi, 972.548.4347. 

Purse: Authentic 
Louis Vuitton Me-
dium Loop. Gently 
used, non-smoker. Have original receipt 

of purchase. Asking $650 or OBO. Please 
call Tele at Ext. 5513. 

 

Truck: 07‟ Ford F150-
STX; 4x2, 4.6L V8, ABS, 

A/C, power windows/door 
locks/steering, cruise con-
trol, tilt wheel, AM/FM 
stereo, MP3 (single disc), 
dual air bags, towing pkg, 
alloy wheels, 80,000 
miles; Price: $15,000. Contact Joel Purser, 214-207-8105. 

Lose Weight: Melt inches, & get healthier.  Join the Body By 
Vi 90 Day Challenge. Can you commit for 90 days to the Vis-
alus Sciences challenge and change your life? Visit ronald-
james.myvi.net, or ronaldjames.bodybyvi.com, and call 507-
726-3700 for more information. Then contact Ron James, 
Independent Distributor to learn more: 214-733-2575, or 
email ron602010@live.com.  

For Sale: From Coway, water filtration systems, air purifiers, 

water softeners, electronic bidets, humidifiers. For a cata-

logue brochure and more information, contact Kimberly at 

903-818-2957.  

THE COLLIN COUNTY CONNECTION  is pub-
lished six times a year for county employees by 
the Public Information Office, with a lot of tech-
nical assistance from the good people in Infor-

mation Technology‟s GIS Department.  

Please  submit your articles, anniversaries, an-
nouncements, classified ads, good deeds and 
atta–boys (and girls) in plain text email to: 
publicrelations@collincountytx.gov.   

The deadline to submit material for the May-
June edition is Thursday, May 24, 2012. 

mailto:ron602010@live.com

